CHAPTER VI
THE  CHURCH

i. DOMUS DEI

Unam petii a Domino y hanc requiratHj etc. {( One thing
have I sought of the Lord, and this will I require of
Him, that my dwelling be in the house of the Lord all
the days of my life." How truly and sincerely are
these and kindred prayers uttered by many in the
days of their spiritual childhood, when this or that
dwelling made by hands, this or that human institu-
tion originally designed for God's service, seems to
them to be " truly none other than the House of God
and the Gate of Heaven" ; when to be numbered
among its members seems to be synonymous with
being reckoned among God's children; when the out-
ward and visible sign of such membership seems a
significant pledge of the inward and spiritual grace;
when to forfeit the sign is to forfeit the thing signified.
Slowly and painfully the old, old lesson must be learned
by each in turn : that He dwelleth not in temples made
with hands; that these are but symbols and shadows
of that spiritual temple, built up of living stones,
quickened by the Spirit of Him who is the chief
corner stone, elect, precious, rejected indeed of men,
but chosen of God. What excommunication should
scare us if only we are numbered with the communion